
Year 3 Medium Term Plan-Summer 2- World War II 
 

 

Lesson 1 

OUTSTANDING 

OPENER 

Recreate a blackout 

in the city during the 

Blitz. Play the air 

raid sirens, black out 

the room and shelter 

under the tables. 

Children to then pack 

a suitcase and 

suggest what they 

would take to the 

countryside. Listen to 

Winston Churchill’s 

speech, create name 

tags and board a 

train around the 

playground to the 

countryside. 

 

Lesson 2 - History 

Children to discuss 

what they already 

know about the topic 

of WWII and what 

they would like to 

find out. Create a 

KWL poster. 

Lesson 1 - History 

Children to explore 

the events of WWII 

and create a timeline 

poster. Give the 

children information 

and various dates 

that they will place 

in chronological order 

and research why 

the date is 

significant. 

 

Lesson 2 - 

Geography 

Children to explore 

and research the 

countries that were 

involved in WWII. 

Children to mark the 

Allied and the Axis 

countries in different 

colours on a map of 

Europe. Discuss the 

significance of their 

position – what are 

the 

advantages/disadvan

tage? 

 

 

Lesson 1 - History 

Children to use the 

iPads to research 

Hitler, Mussolini, 

Roosevelt and 

Churchill’s reasons 

for entering the war. 

Use iPad app to do 

drama and record 

verbal reasons with 

a picture of the 

leader for entering 

the war. 

 

Lesson 2 - 

Geography 

INDEPENDENT 

WRITE 

Children to create a 

non-chronological 

report about a 

country of their 

choice that was 

involved in WW2. 

Where is their 

location? 

Advantages/disadva

ntages? What was 

their role? 

 

Lesson 1 - History 

Research when, 

where and why 

children were 

evacuated in WWII. 

Children look at 

different sources 

(pictures and diaries 

from the time) to 

find out about the 

life of an evacuee. 

Children to pack a 

suitcase as a WWII 

child being 

evacuated, 

 

Lesson 2 - History 

INDEPENDENT 

WRITE 

Children to write a 

diary entry in role as 

an evacuee during 

WWII, detailing 

their journey, 

thoughts and 

feelings. 

Lesson 1 – 

Geography 

Children to explore 

the Blitz, why and 

where it happened. 

Create a map of 

London using symbols 

and a key, marking 

the areas/buildings 

that would have 

been targeted. 

Lesson 2 – History 

Children to explore 

the effects of air 

raids and the causes 

of evacuation. 

Children to look at 

how people protected 

themselves, 

distinguish between 

different historical 

sources and evaluate 

their usefulness. 

DESIGN 

TECHNOLOGY 

WEEK 

 

Lesson 1 

Children to research 

gas masks and 

generate ideas for 

their own. Plan the 

order of their work 

using words, labelled 

sketches and models. 

Choose appropriate 

tools and materials. 

 

Lesson 2 

Children to create 

their gas masks 

using tools 

accurately to mark, 

cut out and score 

materials. Measure, 

tape, pin with some 

accuracy. Children to 

evaluate their 

product against 

their original design. 

 

WALT: plan 

and design a 

product. 

WALT: create 

and evaluate a 

product. 

 

WALT: use symbols 

and a key. 

 

WALT: evaluate the 

usefulness of 

sources. 

 

 

 

WALT: use a 

range of 

historical 

sources. 

 

WALT: write a 

diary entry. 

 

WALT: 

understand why 

WWII began. 

 

WALT: write a 

non-chronological 

report. 

WALT: place 

events on a 

timeline. 

 

WALT: use an 

atlas to find 

countries. 

 
 

 

WALT: explore 

the events of 

WWII. 

 

WALT: explore 

the events of 

WWII. 

Year 3 

In this topic, the children will 

embark upon a journey of 

exploration into WWII. The 

children will listen to air raid 

sirens, Winston Churchill’s 

famous war speech and 

recreate a black out. Children 

will develop their knowledge of 

sources and identify their 

usefulness to learn about the 

life of an evacuee child during 

wartime. The children will pack 

suitcases and write diary 

entries in the role of a 

wartime child. Design 

Technology skills of planning, 

creating and evaluating will be 

homed when making their own 

gas mask for a journey to the 

countryside. 

Key Questions 

 What do you already know about WWII? What do 

you want to explore? 

 What are the order of events during WWII? 

 Who took part in the war? Where are they 

positioned? 

 Why did various leaders of the past join the war? 

 When, where and why were children evacuated 

during WWII? 

 What was the significance of the Blitz? 

 How did people protect themselves against the 

threat of air raids? 

 

Resources 

 

Resources 

 

Resources 

 

Resources 

 

Resources 

 


